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An Exploration of 
Remote Engagement



A collaborative project

• Northeastern Illinois University: Center for College Access and Success
• Alternative Schools Network



See the need, support the solution.

TRANSITIONING TO 
REMOTE/VIRTUAL LEARNING 
WAS ABRUPT AND TEACHERS 
& AFTER SCHOOL STAFF FELT 

UNPREPARED

HOW COULD WE 
SUPPORT THEM? 



It’s always 
good to 

have a flyer. 



But what did 
we know 

about the 
technology?



Call to 
Colleagues

We reached out to teachers to 
see what tools they were using 
and whether they would share!



Our agenda

Always evolving. Here is our first. 

• Strategies for engagement
• Norms for communicating 

remotely
• Creating community 

remotely
• Adapting content for 

remote learning
• Tech /media integration



Three 
(of many) 
things we 
learned

• Preparation required!
• Connections CAN be made
• Technology that connects



Lesson #1: Preparation Required

• Create a welcoming space
• Use visual imagery!
• Personalize it!
• Practice practice practice
• Spend time on digital fundamentals.
• Start simple



Lesson #2: Connections CAN be made

• Provide multiple points and means of interaction.
• Don’t take dark cameras as disengagement.
• Give students time to respond. Waiiiitttt for it!
• Celebrate engagement!
• Listen, listen, listen.



Lesson #3: 3 Tech Tools that connect

• Bitmoji Classrooms: Personalized Google Slides that draw students in
• Jamboard or Padlet: These are interactive whiteboards that can allow 

live interaction between teachers and students and among students. 
• Peardeck, MentiMeter, Poll Everywhere: Tools that collect response 

data, including polls or likes/dislikes, etc.
• Google Forms: very versatile for collecting surveys, quiz or test 

assessments, or informal feedback. 
• Hyperdocs: a doc or slideshow that uses hyperlinks to jump to other 

locations. Great for organizing resources you want students to access. 



Highlighting Jamboard!

https://jamboard.go
ogle.com/d/1U_Vs6
Ng7fGjFGHGf6rJHiN
7oGAKwzRXWTuxAZ4
ljSs4/edit?usp=shari
ng

Warning: 
You must 
Be logged 
into a Google 
account



Thanks for 
listening and 

sharing!!!


