
Virtual Meeting/Conference Recording Notice 

The American Institutes for Research® (AIR®) allows for the recording of 
audio, visuals, participants, and other information sent, verbalized, or utilized 
during business related meetings. By joining a meeting, you automatically 
consent to such recordings. Any participant who prefers to participate via 
audio only should disable their video camera so only their audio will be 
captured. Video and/or audio recordings of any AIR session shall not be 
transmitted to an external third party without the permission of AIR.
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Purpose and Goals

“At the heart of this complex [reopening] process is attending to 
the academic, social and emotional development; physical and 

mental health; cognitive development; and overall well-being of all 
students and adults in holistic ways that do not put these concerns 

in competition with one another. This moment also offers an 
opportunity to pause and imagine how to bring together educators, 

students, families and community partners to co-create 
transformative learning experiences that cultivate the social, 

emotional, and academic competencies needed to contribute to a 
caring, thriving, and just society.” 



The

POWER
you carry
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The Role of Afterschool

Afterschool and summer programs play an 
essential role in our country’s efforts to 
reopen and rebuild in partnership with 
youth, families, and the community because 
they:
1. Provide safe, developmentally rich 

settings for learning and development;
2. Are seen as trusted partners by families 

and communities; and
3. Have connections to other supports and 

services that schools and families need.
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American Institutes for Research. (2020). Recognizing the Role of Afterschool and Summer Programs and Systems in 
Reopening and Rebuilding. Washington, DC: Author. Retrieved from https://www.air.org/resource/recognizing-role-
afterschool-and-summer-programs-and-systems-reopening-and-rebuilding



A Roadmap to the Roadmap
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Four Critical Practices 
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“…[these practices are designed to] 
foster the competencies and learning 
environments that students and adults 

need to reunite, renew, and thrive”

14

Overview of Critical Practices
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Take time to cultivate and deepen relationships, build 
partnerships, and plan for SEL.
1.1 – Foster new relationships that elevate the voices and perspectives of students and 
families.

1.2 – Use two-way communication strategies to inform, engage, and listen to members of 
the school community.

1.3 – Examine where SEL efforts have been impactful and where more support is needed.

1.4 – Build a broad coalition to create and maintain a safe, supportive, and equitable 
environment for all students and adults by integrating SEL and academic supports into 
plans for reopening schools.
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Design opportunities where adults can connect, heal, and 
build their capacity to support students. 
2.1 – Allow space for connection, listening, and healing among all adults in the school 
community.

2.2 – Ensure access to mental health and trauma supports for adults as needed. 

2.3 – Capture this moment to identify opportunities for innovation and anti-racist practices.

2.4 – Provide embedded professional learning to build educators’ capacity to support 
students’ social, emotional, and academic growth.



17

Create safe, supportive, and equitable learning environments 
that promote all students’ social and emotional development.
3.1 – Intentionally build structures that promote supportive adult-student and peer relationships.

3.2 – Weave in opportunities for students to develop, practice, and reflect upon social and 
emotional competencies throughout the day. 

3.3 – Identify and implement a comprehensive system of support for students with
additional needs. 

3.4 – Engage students in developmentally appropriate conversations and lessons to discuss past, 
current, and future impacts of the pandemic and racial inequities on themselves, their families, their 
communities, and the broader world.

3.5 – Collaborate with families and community partners to align strategies for supporting students’ 
SEL at school and home and during extended learning.
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Use data as an opportunity to share power, deepen relationships, 
and continuously improve support for students, families, and staff. 

4.1 – Elevate student voice in reflecting and acting on data around their learning and 
engagement.

4.2 – Support educators in reflecting on data around their own instructional practices and 
learning environment, especially when trying out new strategies or modes of teaching.

4.3 – Partner with families and community members to continuously improve experiences 
and outcomes.



Reflection Activity
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Critical Practices
1. Take time to cultivate and deepen relationships, build partnerships, and plan for SEL.
2. Design opportunities where adults can connect, heal, and build their capacity to 

support students. 
3. Create safe, supportive, and equitable learning environments that promote all 

students’ social and emotional development.
4. Use data as an opportunity to share power, deepen relationships, and continuously 

improve support for students, families, and staff. 
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Key Reflection Questions

How will we 
keep this 

work going 
as the year 

unfolds?

What will 
we do in the 

first few 
weeks once 
we return? 

What will 
we do NOW 
to prepare?

What 
priority is 

each 
activity?
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Webpage

http://iqa.airprojects.org/



Resource Database

http://iqa.airprojects.org/
resource-database/



Connect with us on Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/IQA.SEDL/
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