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Renee Hawthorne:
SD 163 Family Engagement and Enrichment Manager

rhawthorne@sd163.com

Park Forest-Chicago Heights 
School District 163

Dr. Caletha White
Superintendent Of 
Schools

Dr. Erika Johnson
Project Director
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Who We Are

Six Schools - 1,561 Students
One Pre Kindergarten Center

Three Primary Centers
Two 4th-8th Centers

88% Low Income
15% Student Mobility
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“Excellence” In Our After School Programs
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21ST Century/Blackhawk Primary Center
• 240 S. Orchard Dr., Park Forest, Il, 60466

Site Coordinator: Shaunita Jones
100 2nd – 3rd Grade Students

Mohawk Primary Center
• 301 Mohawk, Park Forest, Il, 60466

Site Coordinator: Naomi Stone
100 2nd – 3rd Grade Students

Barack Obama School of Leadership and STEM
• 401 Concord Dr., Chicago Heights, Il, 60411

Site Coordinator: Deborah Sutton
100 4th – 8th Grade Students

Michelle Obama School of Technology and the ARTS
• 501 Lakewood, Park Forest, Il, 60466

Site Coordinator: Shatondra Smith
100 4th – 8th Grade Students
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“Excellence Target = Engagement

qEngagement Mantras

qEngagement
qConsistency
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“Engagement Mantras”

qNike

qKentucky Fried Chicken

qMcDonalds

qSD 163 Elevating Excellence
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Excellence In Marketing 
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Excellence is Consistent

Consistency is the key to 
keeping you stress free!
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“Engagement” 

Poll: What is your #1 communication 
platform for reaching families?
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Excellence In Communication
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“Excellence” Target = Establishing A Caring Community

qElevating Excellence through a virtual environment

qElevating Excellence through  “Social Emotional 
Learning”

qElevating Excellence through Community 
Connections
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“Establishing A Caring Community” 
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Building Caring Communities and Engagement in a “Virtual” Learning Environment
- E-Learning vs. Hybrid
- Technology
- Illinois Connected Communities Grant
- SEL Parent Universities: E-Learning Edition
Fostering Engagement in a Virtual Learning Environment
- Staff and Parent Surveys 
- Digital Community Resource Guides
- Remote Learning Technique Lives/Recorded
- Transition Resources
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“Establishing A Caring Community” 

• What’s Up Wednesday’s
• Motorcades
• State Representative Anthony Deluca’s S.A.F.E (Safe and 

Fun for Everyone) Trunk or Treat  
• Ball In The Fall
• Taste of Thanksgiving
• Virtual Book Clubs
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Intentional Social Emotional Excellence
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“Establishing A Caring Communities” 
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“Establishing A Caring Community” 
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Intentional Social Emotional Excellence With Stakeholders

SEL 

workshops

Navigating the 
Remote Learning 
Environments
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“Establishing A Caring Community” 
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Intentional Social Emotional Excellence With Stakeholders

“Ball In The 

Fall”

“Ball In The Fall”
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“Establishing A Caring Community” 

16

Intentional Social Emotional Excellence With Stakeholders
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“Establishing A Caring Community” 
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Intentional Social Emotional Excellence With Stakeholders
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Community Connections

• State Representative
• Mayor and Village Officials
• Board of Education
• Community Connections:

• Faith Based Institutions
• Day Care Home & Centers
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Excellence In The Neighborhood


