
OUR YOUTH MATTER
Quality After School: Anytime Anywhere
Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Center 
Illinois Virtual Spring Conference



INTRODUCTIONS

Jocelyn Guansing
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Matthew Emerzian

EMM Founder/CEO
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INTRODUCTIONS
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DJ Names

A BIT of PLAY
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A SMOOTH J JAZZY S YOUNG

B DOCTOR K ANALOG T DIZZY

C CRAZY L DIGITAL U SLIM

D COSMIC M MASTER V DISCO

E TREBLE N BASS W ELECTRIC

F MOVE O MEGA X SLY

G NOISEY P 5-ALARM Y MAX

H RENEGADE Q MAJOR Z BRIGHT

I CRAFTY R ROCKET

FIRST letter of your FIRST NAME

A BIT of PLAY

YOUR DJ
FIRST NAME
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JANUARY BEATZ JULY SOUND

FEBRUARY WIZARD AUGUST RIDER

MARCH PUPPY SEPTEMBER BOSS

APRIL MASTER OCTOBER MONSTER

MAY ACE NOVEMBER TRAX

JUNE CATZ DECEMBER MOTION

Month You Were Born

Share your DJ Name in the Chat.

A BIT of PLAY

YOUR DJ
LAST NAME

YOUR DJ
LAST NAME
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What is your “go to” song 
to get everyone on the 

dance floor?

7 Share in the Chat.

A BIT of PLAY



TODAY’S AGENDA

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

- Creating Connection

- Student Voice 

- FOR OUR STUDENTS – Resources to foster SEL 
and connection
- EMM K-12 Curriculum: Snapshot of Activities
- Explore – Breakout Rooms

Q&A

Recap
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FOR OUR YOUTH



What is one thing you hope to 
gain from today’s session?

*Share in the chat box.

WE AIM TO PLEASE
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MEANINGFUL ENGAGEMENT

FOR OUR YOUTH
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What are your students 
currently enjoying in 

your programs?

FOR OUR YOUTH
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Share in the Chat or Unmute.



CREATING 
CONNECTION

FOR OUR YOUTH
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What sparks 
your joy?

FOR OUR YOUTH

13 Share in the Chat.

How do you bring your 
joy to your programs?



GAMES

OUR YOUTH MATTER

• Would You Rather…?

• This or That?

• Name That Tune

• Zoom In/Zoom Out

• Name Games

• Did You Know? – Quiz 
about fun facts

• What’s That Meme?

• Guess Who?

• Who Would Win?
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WOULD YOU 
RATHER…?

Modified from www.conversationstarters.com

www.menti.com
Join code: 2993 4474
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CREATING CONNECTION

http://www.conversationstarters.com/
http://www.menti.com/


…be on a reality TV show

OR 

…a game show?

WOULD YOU 
RATHER…?

*Share in the Chat16

CREATING CONNECTION



…speak every language

OR 

…play every instrument?

WOULD YOU 
RATHER…?

*Share in the Chat17

CREATING CONNECTION



…dance to every song you hear

OR 

…sing every song you hear?

WOULD YOU 
RATHER…?

*Share in the Chat18

CREATING CONNECTION



OUR YOUTH MATTER
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(CASEL, 2020)
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SEL and EMM



I MATTER YOU MATTER

WE MATTER

EMM SEL CONNECTION
SELF-AWARENESS
• Feelings, thoughts & 

value
• Strengths & 

limitations
• Prejudices & biases
• Identify & culture
• Sense of purpose

SELF-MANAGEMENT
• Regulation & discipline
• Motivation & agency
• Planning & 

organization
• Strategies & goals
• Individual & collective

SOCIAL AWARENESS
• Recognition & 

understanding
• Backgrounds, 

culture & diversity
• Historical & 

social norms
• Perspectives & 

influences
• Empathy & 

compassion

RESPONSIBLE 
DECISION MAKING
• Choices & impact

• Anticipate & evaluate
• Critical thinking
• Ethics & safety

• Individual & collective 
well-being

RELATIONSHIP SKILLS
• Listen & communicate

• Problem solving & opportunities
• Teamwork & collaboration

• Leadership & advocacy
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ONE WORD

OUR YOUTH MATTER

What is ONE WORD we need more 
of in our community and world?

www.menti.com
Join code: 4352 2706
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***Or share your WORD in the CHAT

http://www.menti.com/


EMM EDU 2020-2021 CALENDAR

23



24

EMM K12 RESOURCES

I MATTER YOU MATTER

WE MATTER



EMM EDU Resources
• EMM K-12 Curriculum (in-person or virtual/remote platform)

- Scripted grade-level banded lessons
- K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12
- Accompanying slide decks (PowerPoints)

• High School
- Exploring student-created/student-led weekly 
challenges

• Family Companion Activities
- Foster SEL development at home, too
- Thoughtful questions and simple activities

• AT NO COST

MEETING THE NEED



YOU MATTER LAUNCH ACTIVITIES
- Sets the foundation for I Matter, You Matter, and We Matter

MONTHLY THEME-BASED LESSON
- Builds background for students 

FOUR LESSONS EACH WEEK

EMM K-12 CURRICULUM

BREAKING IT DOWN
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MAY – MONDAY GETS UNIQUE

Monthly Launch Lesson

EMBRACE YOUR GIFTS  (MAY 3)

Weekly Launch I Matter: 
Glad Goggles

You Matter: 
Change Your Mind 
Change Your Day

We Matter: 
Attitude Anthem

SPEAK UP (MAY 10)

Weekly Launch I Matter:
Hear Me Roar

You Matter:
Say You, Say Me

We Matter:
Speak Loud, 
Speak Proud

TAKE THE OTHER ROAD (MAY 17)

Weekly Launch I Matter:
You Are Here!

You Matter:
The Road Not Taken

We Matter:
Maybe

BE IMPERFECT (MAY 24)

Weekly Launch I Matter:
Perfectly Imperfect

You Matter:
Our Wings

We Matter:
Eye of the Beholder

MARCH TO YOUR OWN BEAT (MAY 31)

Weekly Launch I Matter:
My Music

You Matter:
Play That Song

We Matter:
Together, We March

BREAKING IT DOWN



ACCESSING EMM RESOURCES

https://www.everymondaymatters.com/
28

https://www.everymondaymatters.com/


LESSON OVERVIEW

EMM K12 RESOURCES
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EMM ICONS: 

LESSON 
DESCRIPTION

EDUCATOR 
NOTE

PREP 
OVERVIEW

EXPLAIN 
SCRIPT

ASK
SCRIPT

SLIDE 
NUMBER 

BREAKING IT DOWN
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Cover page: 

Theme

Weekly Strategy

Activity Summary

Prep

Educator’s Note

Standards Covered

Week’s Goals

EMM K-12 CURRICULUM
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Student Activity: (pg.2-3) 

Launch

- Intro the theme/strategy

Inquiry

- Get students thinking

Engage

- Engage

Reflect

- Students make connections

Wrap Up

- Thank students

EMM K-12 CURRICULUM
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Last page: 

Extend

- reinforcing activities

Lesson quote

EMM K-12 CURRICULUM
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DIVE IN

EMM K12 RESOURCES
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MONDAY GETS RESILIENT
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YOU MATTER LAUNCH LESSONS
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EMM EDU HIGH SCHOOL
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THE WEEKLY HIGH SCHOOL CHALLENGE
MONDAY GETS RESILIENT



MONDAY GETS RESILIENT
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HOW-TO IMPLEMENT: 

EMM K-12 CURRICULUM
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1. Start with the You Matter Launch Lessons: 

2. Review the EMM EDU Calendar

3. Explore EMM EDU Lessons
- Available Lessons: August to present

4. Identify the lessons and elements that best supports 
your students and program.



Questions or thoughts

EMM K-12 CURRICULUM
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YOUR FIRST MONDAY IS JUST A FEW DAYS AWAY.

YOU MATTER.

IT STARTS WITH YOU
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HOW ARE YOU FEELING?
Please share in chat box.

EMM EDU RESOURCES
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HOW ARE YOU FEELING?
Please share in chat box.

EMM EDU RESOURCES

43



WISE WORDS MATTER

44

There is always light, if only 
we’re brave enough to see. If 
only we’re brave enough to be it.

- Amanda Gorman, poet



YOU MATTER TO US

facebook.com/everymondaymatters

@mondaysmatter

Access EMM resources at: 
www.everymondaymatters.com

Jocelyn Guansing, EMM Director of Education 
jocelyn@everymondaymatters.org 

Follow us on social media:

http://www.everymondaymatters.com/
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