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Session Objectives

•Learn project-based strategies for 
Civic Learning and Engagement 

•Design activities for Civic Learning and 
Engagement in your program

•Identify aligned Y4Y resources for CLE 
implementation and training
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Example Project
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The Three Phases
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Step 1: Capture Student Voice and Choice
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Steps to Capture Student Voice and Choice
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Phase 1: Step 1

Student Need

Student Voice

• Measurement
• Graphing

• Social Studies
• Inclusiveness
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Accessibility

The Topic
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Step 2: Introduce the Topic

WIIFM
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• Assign a timekeeper

• Indoor 5-minute 
field trip!

• Brainstorm project ideas 
around accessibility

Introducing The Topic
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Topic

Step 3: Map Knowledge and Wonders
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?

?

?
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Mapping Knowledge and Wonders
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Mind Map 1

What do I know 
about 

accessibility?
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Mind Map 2

What do I 
wonder about 
accessibility?
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Step 4: Choose an Inquiry Direction

Project 1

15

10

4

How do animals 
become 

endangered?

What are dangers 
to animals in our 

society?

What makes 
animals feel safe?
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Step 5: Help Students Make Connections to 
Real Life

What additional guiding question could we pose to students?
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Step 6: Craft a Driving Question

A Driving Question

Guides The Learning 
for both students and staff
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Qualities Of A Good Driving Question
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Components of a Driving Question
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Crafting Your Driving Question

Made Easy
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• Project Planning and Review Checklist

• Elementary Student Interest Inventory

• Secondary Student Interest Inventory

• Planner for Brainstorming

• Mapping Knowledge and Wonders

• Guiding Questions

• Crafting Your Driving Question

• Qualities of a Good Driving Question

Phase 1 Resources
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Phase 2: Define and Implement
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These strategies can help students focus their ideas:

• Use mapping

• Focus on the audience

• Explore the web

• Focus on what people in the field do

• Connect to existing knowledge

Step 7: Define the Project Idea
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Measuring Against the 6 As of Quality

Applied Learning

Active Exploration

Assessment

Authenticity

Academic Rigor

Adult Relationships
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Project Planner
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Step 8: Assign Roles and Group Students
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Possible Roles
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Student Roles
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Step 9: Create a Plan of Action
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Step 10: Develop Project Tasks
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Step 10: Create Project Timeline
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Action Plan & Timeline



PROJECTED-BASED LEARNINGPROJECT-BASED LEARNING

Step 11: Gather Authentic Tools and Resources

Can you spot the authentic tools and 

resources that our high school 

students could use for their project?
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Authentic Tools
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Step 12: Facilitate the Plan
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Facilitate the Plan: Guiding Questions
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Phase 2 Resources

• 21st Century Skills in Action

• Project Timelines

• Program Implementation Planner: Budgeting

• Project-Based Learning Activity Budget Worksheet

• Classroom Facilitator Packet

• Guiding Questions
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Phase 3: Celebrate, Reflect and Assess
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Step 13: Celebrate With a Culminating Event
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Step 14: Document the Learning
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Step 15: Reflect and Assess
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Assess the Learning
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Phase 3 Resources

• Developing Project-Based 

Learning Rubrics

• Sample Project Rubric

• Project Planning Review 

Checklist

• Staff Observation Checklist

• Youth Participation

Checklist
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The Three Phases of Project-Based Learning
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How will you enhance Civic Learning 
and Engagement in your program 
through project-based learning?

Next Steps
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y4y.ed.gov

https://y4y.ed.gov/
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Contact Us 

Dave McConnell 
Training Specialist

dmcconnell@foundationsinc.org

Jenn Conner
Education Specialist

jconner@foundationsinc.org

Visit us: y4y.ed.gov
Contact us: y4yTA@seiservices.com


